May 27th, 2007
Hi 
Looking at last year’s letter of this time, I saw that in the past week I went to the Tuen Mun Hospital for a pre-surgery consultation. The operation itself followed on June 2nd. Goodness, almost a year! Of the three major areas only the foot still shows any obvious signs of an operation, with the circle of transplanted skin still partly visible. 

Last Sunday (too late for the letter), I used the turntable/record player on the stereo set for the first time since being here. I used it to play 'The Merry Widow.' When I say ‘record’ I mean real records - that is, the old plastic disc kind, which many experts say actually give a more faithful sound that CDs do, but unfortunately are more easily damaged. 
[image: image1.jpg]


The weather last week turned out to be mainly fine. On Monday however, in case of pool closure, I had a swim first (doing 3 km) then followed this up in the gym by a 22 min run. The run was difficult and I even had to stop for a few seconds after about four minutes! Running before swimming is better. (I wonder hoe they feel in a triathlon where swimming is first?) I had four swims for the week doing a total of 10 km. (Saw in last year’s letter that I did 6 km for that week.) So much for having an ‘easier’ week; will do that this week! 
Thursday was a public holiday for Buddha's birthday. The picture on the left is of the ‘Medicine Buddha.’ In his left hand he holds a small bowl containing five kinds of medicine. The Medicine Buddha is the harbinger of good health.
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Thursday was also the Cheung Chau bun festival day. The origins of the bun festival are unclear. According to one source, it commemorates the islanders killed by pirates, and whose spirits may still be wandering the island. The islanders provide food and burnt paper offerings to placate these wondering souls. It is probably also designed to pay tribute to a god for fishermen to ensure fair weather and a good catch as the festival falls just before the start of the fishing season. In the competition to collect the most buns, I wondered why they wanted to waste time scrambling to the top of the tower to collect buns instead of just filling up their bags lower down. It turns out that there is some kind of points system and the buns at the top have the highest value. 

Heard on the Australian TV Channel that John Cleese (the Monty Python and Fawlty Towers star – I guess you have heard of him) made some criticisms of Palmerston North in New Zealand. He said he had a miserable time there (though he loved the rest of the country). In response, some bisnessmen renamed the local rubbish dump as ‘Mt. Cleese’!! Quite amusing! 

The internaional Rugby season has started. Turned on TV last night to watch the ABC (Australian) news and found instead the SA Rugby team singing their country’s national anthem. Turned out to be a live braodcast of the test between SA and England. SA thrashed England 58 – 10. Watched some of it with the sound off so that I could listen to a music concert on the radio. There was another test between Australia and Wales which Australia just won. 


I got an e-mail from Uncle Bruce telling me that he will be in HK fror about a week in June. He says he will be staying somewhere on Lantau Island. 


In the latest TIME magazine, there is an article with reference to US Marines and their units. I wanted to compare them with your unit Gavin but was not really sure of your details. Could you complete your details below and send it to me:

2nd Battalion

2nd Marines (??Regiment)

?? Marine Division
?? Marine Expeditionary Force (??2nd)

That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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